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MINUTES of the MEETING of the ERIE COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY held in 
the office, 295 Main Street, Room 350, Buffalo, New York, on the 24th day of August, 2017. 
 
PRESENT: Robert Anderson, Chairman  
  Jerome D. Schad, Vice Chairman  
  Karl J. Simmeth, Jr., Treasurer     
  Joseph T. Burns, Secretary to the Authority 
  Earl Jann, Executive Director  
  Robert J. Lichtenthal, Jr., Deputy Director 
  Russell Stoll, Executive Engineer 
  Paul Riester, Director of Administration  
  Karen Prendergast, Comptroller  
  Steve D’Amico, Business Office Manager 
  Daniel NeMoyer, Director of Human Resources  
  Jacqueline Mattina, Deputy Associate Attorney  
  Darlene Sikorski-Petritz, Deputy Associate Attorney  
  Terrence McCracken, Deputy Administrative Director  

Richard Planavsky, Chief Business Officer Manager/Budget Director 
 
  
ATTENDEES:   Mike Wymer  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 
 
I. - ROLL CALL 
 
II. - READING OF MINUTES 
 

Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to waive the reading of the 
Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday, August 10, 2017. 
 
III. - APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to approve the Minutes of 

the Meeting held on Thursday, August 10, 2017. 
 
IV. - REPORTS  
 

A)  SECRETARY 
B)  LEGAL 
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C)  FISCAL 
D)  OPERATIONS 
E)  HUMAN RESOURCES 
F)   AUDIT COMMITTEE  

  G)  GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE  
  H)  FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
 
ITEM 1 - Master Purchase Order Releases, Purchase Orders and Purchase Order Amendments: 
 
 Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to approve for payment of 
Master Purchase Order Nos., Purchase Order Nos. and Purchase Order Amendments as attached 
after certification by the Comptroller that the orders are in accordance with the quotations and 
that the Director of Administration be authorized to execute the above and all associated 
documents after certifying that they are in conformity with applicable laws and the Authority’s 
By-Laws and Purchasing Guidelines, Policies and Procedures. 
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VI. - UNFINISHED BUSINESS (NONE) 
 
VII. - NEW BUSINESS (RESOLUTIONS 2-5) 
 
ITEM 2 - AWARD OF CONTRACT TO RUSSO DEVELOPMENT, INC. FOR 

EMERGENCY WATERMAIN REPAIR CONTRACT FROM AUGUST 1, 
2017 THROUGH JULY 31, 2019, PROJECT NO. 201700055 - $2,273,670.00 

 
  Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 
 

WHEREAS, The Erie County Water Authority (Authority) heretofore advertised in the 
Dodge Reports and the NYS Contract Reporter on the 3rd day of July, 2017, a notice inviting 
sealed bids or proposals in accordance with Section 1069 of the Public Authorities Law for 
Emergency Watermain Repair Contract from August 1, 2017 through July 31, 2019; and 
 

WHEREAS, Sealed bids or proposals were opened in the office of the Authority on the 
25th day of July, 2017, at 11:00 a.m., local time, and were as follows: 
 

BIDDERS   AMOUNT 
 

Russo Development, Inc.  $2,273,670.00* 
Mark Cerrone, Inc.     2,322,998.00 
Kandey Company, Inc.    2,477,565.00 
 

*Corrected Figure; and  
 

WHEREAS, The bid bonds have all been approved by Anthony Alessi, Claims 
Representative/Risk Manager; and 

 
WHEREAS, Lavonya Lester, Director of Equal Employment Opportunity, has advised 

that the low bidder, Russo Development, Inc. has complied with the Authority's Affirmative 
Action Requirements and recommends that they be allowed to proceed with their contract based 
on that fact; and 
 

WHEREAS, Russell J. Stoll, Executive Engineer and Leonard F. Kowalski, Sr. 
Distribution Engineer have reviewed the specifications and bids and determined that Russo 
Development, Inc. is the lowest bidder qualified to perform the project and have recommended 
that a contract be awarded to that firm for the abovementioned project;   
 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 



 
 

 
8/24/17 

582 

 
That it is hereby determined that Russo Development, Inc. is the lowest responsible 

bidder for the abovementioned project, and that the Chairman is hereby authorized and directed 
to execute a contract with said contractor for the Emergency Watermain Repair Contract from 
August 1, 2017 through July 31, 2019 in the total amount of $2,273,670.00; and be it further 
 

RESOLVED:  Pursuant to New York State Finance Law ∋∋139-j and 139-k and the 
Authority's Purchasing Guidelines, Policies and Procedures with the award and execution by the 
Authority of this contract, the Restricted Period will cease; and be it further 
 

RESOLVED:  That the Secretary is hereby authorized to return to the unsuccessful 
bidders their deposit submitted with their bid to the Authority for the abovementioned project; 
and be it further 
 

RESOLVED:  That the Director of Administration is hereby authorized and directed to 
create a Master Purchase Order for the abovementioned contract. 

 
Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes:  None 

 
 ITEM 3 - REFUND FOR NEW SERVICE INSTALLATIONS - $3,731.81 
 

Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 
 

WHEREAS, The Erie County Water Authority ("Authority") has installed new services 
identified on its records by OWIP numbers; and 
 

WHEREAS, Said new services have been completed and the actual cost thereof 
ascertained; and 
 

WHEREAS, The entire actual cost thereof is less than the estimated cost of the new 
services; and 
 

WHEREAS, Karen A. Prendergast, Comptroller, under the date of August 10, 2017, has 
recommended that the following refunds be made; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

That the Authority repay the difference between the estimated cost of said new services 
and the entire actual costs thereof to the parties and in the amounts hereinafter set forth: 
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#OWIP NAME & ADDRESS   DESCRIPTION  AMOUNT 
 
61301  Royal Wash Lancaster, LLC  Install a 4” domestic service 
  2851 Monroe Avenue   at 6645 Transit Road 
  Rochester, NY 14618   Town of Lancaster  $3,731.81 
 

Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes:  None 

 
ITEM 4 - AUTHORIZATION TO AMEND THE ERIE COUNTY WATER 

AUTHORITY'S ANNUAL CAPITAL BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2017 
 

Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 
 
 WHEREAS, In a resolution dated November 17, 2016, the Erie County Water Authority 
(the "Authority") adopted its Annual Capital Budget for the fiscal year 2017; and 
 
 WHEREAS, From time to time, due to changes in spending priorities, availability of 
funds, or changes in other circumstances, the Authority finds it proper to amend its Budget to 
reflect such changes; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Authority personnel have weighed their options and determined that it is 
necessary to replace the current IBM Power System in 2017; and  
 

 WHEREAS, This was not initially budgeted to be purchased in 2017; and  
 
 WHEREAS, In order to provide funding for this item, funds within the Capital Budget 
will need to be re-allocated as follows:  
 
Unit No Capital  No: Description  Increase Decrease 
8525 101280 IBM Power System 

Replacement 
$    250,000   

8525 101185 ECWA Wide Area Network          250,000   
     
    Totals $    250,000  $     250,000 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Authority's Annual Capital Budget for the fiscal year 2017 be amended as listed 
above. 
 

Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes:  None 

 
ITEM 5 - Service Connection Work Order List: 
 
 Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to approve Service 
Connection Work Order Nos. 2017-2017 and 2017-28, to Russo Development, Inc. for Service 
Area No. 1 under Contract No. 17-02-01 and to 716 Site Contracting, Inc. for Service Area No. 2 
under Contract No. 17-03-01 and to Kandey Company, Inc. for large services under Contract No. 
17-04-01.  
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VIII. - ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Motion by Mr. Simmeth, second by Mr. Schad and carried that the meeting adjourn.  
 
 

       
 

Joseph T. Burns 
Secretary to the Authority 
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